
What We Believe 
 

God and His Word     
 

In addition to the summary of our beliefs on our website1, we believe that “God’s Word is his powerful, 
authoritative self-expression.”2 Hence, we cannot fully describe God apart from Who He has said He Is, 
in His Word. His Word says that creation points to Him and many attributes or aspects of Who He Is, 
but it is incomplete, much the same way that you can generally tell who someone is via a photo, but 
never fully until you actually have a conversation with them.  
 
God’s Word is Powerful 
God’s word does more than convey information. God created the world in Genesis 1 by speaking it into 
existence:  
 

 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, 
  and by the breath of his mouth all their host. 
 He gathers the waters of the sea as a heap; 
  he puts the deeps in storehouses. 
 Let all the earth fear the LORD; 
  let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 
 For he spoke, and it came to be; 
  he commanded, and it stood firm. 

(Psalm 33:6-9 ESV) 
 

How does God control the weather and the seasons? By speaking, by his word: 
 

 He sends out his command to the earth; 
  his word runs swiftly. 
 He gives snow like wool; 
  he scatters frost like ashes. 
 He hurls down his crystals of ice like crumbs; 
  who can stand before his cold? 
 He sends out his word, and melts them; 
  he makes his wind blow and the waters flow. 

(Psalm 147:15-18) 
 
Entire tomes have been penned filling out the implications of just this one facet of God and His Word, 
but the most important is this: God does not speak without effect.  Word (cause) and action (effect) are 
inseparable from understanding God, and the foundation for His promises in Scripture. 
 
God’s Word is  Authoritat ive 
God’s meaningful speech has authority over his creatures. When God speaks, we are obligated to 
believe him and obey. The whole Bible is a story of God’s speaking and man’s responding to his word, 
either in obedience or disobedience.  

• The Old Testament writers are repeatedly instructed to write what the Lord commands them (Ex. 
17:14; Num. 33:2; Is. 8:1; Dan. 12:4). 

• The prophets were conscious of bringing the Word of the Lord, and therefore introduced their 
messages with formulas, such as “Thus says the Lord” (Jer. 36:27, 32). 

																																																								
1 Scroll to the bottom of: http://tablechurch.com/about/ 
2 John Frame, Salvation Belongs to the Lord 



• Paul speaks of his words as Spirit-taught words (1 Cor. 2:13), claims that Christ is speaking in him 
(2 Cor. 3:13), and describes his message to the Thessalonians as the Word of God (1 Thess. 2:13). 

• “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness.” (2 Timothy 3:16) 

 

The Westminster Confession, written in the 1600’s, are the doctrinal standards for the Presbyterian 
Church in America (more on this later). It is a helpful summary of the message of Scripture, and 
articulates the Authority and Role of Scripture concisely and powerfully: 

• “[The Scriptures] are given by inspiration of God, to be the rule of faith and life.” (WCF 1.2) 
• “The authority of the Holy Scripture, for which it ought to be believed and obeyed, depends not 

upon the testimony of any man or church, but wholly upon God, (who is truth itself,) the author 
thereof; and therefore it is to be received, because it is the Word of God.” (WCF 1.4) 

• “The whole counsel of God, concerning all things necessary for his own glory, man’s salvation, 
faith, and life, is either expressly set down in scripture, or by good and necessary consequence 
may be deduced from Scripture: unto which nothing at any time is to be added, whether by new 
revelations of the Spirit, or traditions of men.” (WCF 1.6)3 

 
To become a Christian is to come under the meaningful, authoritative Word from God the Father, 
Jesus, his prophets, and the apostles—a Word that we can expect to transform us, and a Word which 
we have an obligation to believe and obey. 
 
God’s Word is Self-Expression  
Whenever God speaks he not only reveals his power and a particular verbal content, but also reveals 
Himself. That is to say, the word is the very presence of God among us, the place where God dwells. So 
you cannot separate the Word of God from God himself. Thus, the weekly preaching of God’s Word is 
an essential element of worship. 

• The word reveals God (Deuteronomy 4:5-8) 
• Word and Spirit work together (1 Thessalonians 1:5) 
• The speech of God has divine attributes. It is righteous (Ps. 119:7), faithful (Ps. 119:86), wonderful 

(Ps. 119:129), holy (2 Tim. 3:16), eternal (Ps. 119:89, 160), omnipotent (Gen. 18:14), & perfect (Ps. 19:7). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

																																																								
3 For more about how this relates to the spiritual gifts, and specificically “speaking in tongues,” see the PCA position paper on that topic (short 
version: “Without a doubt, the Westminster Confession of Faith teaches cessationism, but it is a cessationism which requires considerable 
nuance and allows for supernatural surprises so long as they are working with and through the Word of God.” – Kevin DeYoung): 
http://www.pcahistory.org/documents/pastoralletter.html 



The Drama of Redemption   
 

“The bible is not a dogmatic handbook but a historical  
book full of dramatic interest.”  

- Geerhardus Vos 
 

At it’s core, the Bible tells the Story of God and His Mission to redeem all of Creation, especially and 
through His people (the Church).  We understand the Old and New Testaments to be one unified, 
historical narrative that tells the entirety of that Story, divided up into 4 major Acts: Creation, Fall, 
Redemption, & Restoration (or “Consummation”). The major nature and character of this drama’s 
protagonists in each “act” (God, Man, and Creation) are brought to the surface as the plot develops. 
 

 
 

- God’s Story by David Arms4 

 
Creation  
One Hebrew word sums up the picture of Genesis 1 and 2: shalom. Peace. Earth was full of God's 
shalom, the kind of peace in which everything works according to God's intention. The world was made 
for human flourishing, there we could live in joy in the presence of our Maker, worshiping God by loving 
Him and one another forever.5 

• God – God, as Trinity, existed in eternal community among Himself and (unlike the Greek 
pantheon) did not need humanity for anything. Thus, His only possible motivation for 
creating humanity is to share the love of Himself with all creation. God is fundamentally and 
ultimately a loving Host who’s greatest joy and very nature is to extend hospitality through 
the act of creating. In other words, creating everything prior to Adam and Eve in His Image 
was “setting the table” in eager anticipation of their arrival (creation).   

• Man – Being made in this Image (a Trinitarian Creator) means Man is intrinsically designed 
and purposed for multiplication and cultivation. Genesis tells us that Adam and Eve were 
“naked and unashamed,” a description of unfettered community, intimacy, and vulnerability 
both between them and God, and between each other. Deep, intimate relationship is the 
necessary context and prerequisite for God’s commandment to Adam and Eve to “fill the 
earth (multiplication) and subdue it (cultivation).” While God created ex nihilo (latin for “out of 
nothing”), we can’t. Instead, we are co-creators who take the raw materials and resources of 
God’s creation to make culture - or “what we (human beings) make of the world,” which has 

																																																								
4 You can read about this painting’s story at https://davidarms.com/journal/2012/06/gods-story/ 
5 Counterfeit Gospels by Trevin Wax 



both interpretive and creative spheres.6 Family (multiplication) and vocation (cultivation) are 
our two greatest pursuits in earthly life because we’re made for it and, whether Christian or 
not, humanity has been striving in those pursuits throughout recorded history (with very 
mixed results, in part because we strive without the rest that God commands and models on 
the 7th day). 

• Creation – God declared the world and everything in it to be “good” (three times, in fact). 
Where hyper-spiritual perspectives say that the physical world is bad and a prison to be 
escaped from, the Bible constantly affirms that Creation was originally intended to be a our 
sandbox – a place where we (individually and in community) enjoy God and the creation He 
has given us to steward. Caring for creation is not just a 1st world value, it is a universal moral 
imperative. 

• Quote – “The webbing together of God, humans, and all creation in justice, fulfillment, and 
delight is what the Hebrew prophets call shalom. We call it peace, but it means far more 
than mere peace of mind or a cease-fire between enemies. In the Bible, shalom means 
universal flourishing, wholeness, and delight—a rich state of affairs in which natural needs 
are satisfied and natural gifts fruitfully employed, a state of affairs that inspires joyful wonder 
at its Creator and Savior opens doors and welcomes the creatures in whom he delights. 
Shalom, in other words, is the way things were meant to be.” – Cornelius Plantinga 

 
Fall 
Adam and Eve rejected God's rule over them. We refer to their rebellious choice as "the fall," and 
because they represented all of humanity, their action affects us too. We have-- through our attitudes 
and actions – declared ourselves to be God's enemies. This rebellion results in physical and spiritual 
death. 7 

• God – God kicked Adam and Eve out of paradise and put distance between them. He 
frustrated the very purpose they were created for by increasing the pain of childbirth for Eve 
(multiplication) and having Creation itself fight with thorns against Adam’s toil (cultivation). 
These are not the actions of an unloving judge, but the severe mercy and loving discipline of 
a caring Father. We know this because embedded in the curse of the Fall is a promise that 
God will one day right all the wrong that they caused: “I will put enmity between you and 
the woman, and between your offspring (plural) and her offspring (singular); he shall bruise 
your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”8  

• Man – The Image we bear has become scarred and marred. It is still part of our nature, and 
thus demands we treat one another with dignity and respect, but we no long reflect our 
Father’s attributes clearly, and His Image in us is distorted by the spiritual contamination that 
is sin. Our motivations are compromised and selfish like our first parents (Adam and Eve), 
and we can no longer choose God of our own volition. We turn on one another in our 
pursuit of safe independence from God and each other. The power and authority God gave 
us as stewards over His Creation is now leveraged for selfish gain and used to dominate – 
both our fellow man and the created world. 

• Creation – God’s original, healthy universe is now on a trajectory of disintegration and 
disruption. Natural disasters are commonplace. Cancer itself is symbolic of the Fall’s effect on 
creation: what is otherwise good and healthy becomes (through seemingly accidental or 
random genetic mutations caused by unseen forces) accelerates the process of cell division 
to the degree that it cannot keep up, killing itself. Eking out existence in a fallen world takes 
blood, sweat, and tears. 

• Quote #1 – “[Sin]… is a culpable disturbance of shalom… it disrupts something good and 
harmonious, that (like a housebreaker) it is an intruder, and that those who sin deserve 
reproach... Sin offends God not only because it bereaves or assaults God directly, as in 

																																																								
6 Culture Making, by Andy Crouch 
7 Counterfeit Gospels by Trevin Wax 
8 Gen 3:15, referred to as the “proto-evangelion” – the first Gospel promise in Scripture. 



impiety or blasphemy, but also because it bereaves and assaults what God has made. 
Sexism and racism, for example, show contempt for various human persons and also for the 
mind of God… In sum, shalom is designed for creation and redemption; sin is blamable 
human vandalism of these great realities and therefore an affront to their architect and 
builder.” – Cornelius Plantinga 

• Quote #2 – “On the one hand there is the great truth that from the first moment of my 
existence the deepest dimension of my life is that I am made by God for union with himself. 
The deepest dimension of my identity as a human person is that I share God’s own life both 
now and in eternity in a relationship of untold intimacy. On the other hand, my own daily 
experience impresses upon me the painful truth that my heart has listened to the serpent 
instead of to God. There is something in me that puts on fig leaves of concealment, kills my 
brother, builds towers of confusion, and brings cosmic chaos upon the earth. There is 
something in me that loves darkness rather than light, that rejects God and thereby rejects 
my own deepest reality as a human person made in the image and likeness of God.” – 
James Finley 

 
Redemption (The Gospel9)  
Thankfully the loving Creator who rightly shows Himself to be wrathful toward our sin is determined to 
turn evil and suffering we have caused into good that will be to His ultimate glory. So the next 
movement shows God implementing a master plan for redeeming His world and rescuing fallen sinners. 
In the Person of Jesus Christ, God Himself comes to renew the world and restore His people. The grand 
narrative of Scripture climaxes with the death and resurrection of Jesus. 10 

• God – God the Son, Jesus Christ, entered into His Own creation and became human to 
rescue both humanity and creation. It is the perfect harmony of both justice and mercy. He is 
the promised rescue first articulated to Adam and Eve as the door to Eden slammed shut. All 
of the Old Testament after that moment points to both our need and our inability to satisfy 
that need apart from God’s direct and gracious intervention. The vivid imagery of the 
sacrificial system in Leviticus (especially) communicates to God’s people both the severity of 
their sin (justice) and God’s gracious substitution on their behalf (mercy). Jesus’ dual nature as 
both God and Man means that His sacrifice was both effectual (powerful enough) and 
representative (a perfect substitution), respectively. This rescue, redemption, and grace is 
what we call “The Gospel.” It is the ultimate revelation of God, the fullest self-expression of 
His character and nature, and the climactic fulfillment of His unfailing love for humanity. 

• Man – As painfully narrated in the Old Testament, humanity is impossibly lost and unable to 
save itself. We need a savior. That Savior, as prophesied, came to reconcile humanity back to 
God by absorbing the justice demanded by sin (which is what happens any and every time 
we forgive someone). As a result, we are freed from its penalty, and freed unto loving God 
and our neighbor in ways that were impossible since Adam and Eve’s rebellion. We live in a 
tension of “already/not yet.” We are already reconciled to God through Christ, but still 
experience the affects of the Fall (distance from God and disintegration of shalom). In this 
tension, and as a result of the Cross, the Holy Spirit now dwells among His people (the 
Church) with the purpose of empowering God’s original and continuing Mission as summed 
up in both the Cultural Mandate (multiplication and cultivation) and the Great Commission 
(making disciples). In other words: flourishing. 

• Creation – The curse of the Fall still plagues live on earth. Our multiplication and cultivation 
is frustrated, but because of Christ, we have deeper and more powerful resources for that 
fight. In a new and unique way that would have been limited to the confines of God’s people 

																																																								
9  When we use the term “the Gospel,” we mean it to refer to both (simultaneously) the narrative arc of scripture in four acts, and 
especially/climactically Act 3 – the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and all the implications for life in light of those historical 
events. 
10 Counterfeit Gospels by Trevin Wax 



as a theocracy (OT Israel), we (the NT Church) now have greater reach and more immediate 
power to be “the flourishing presence of Jesus in every sphere of life.” 

• Quote – “God comes, takes hold of the heart, and says: Learn to know Me. – Why, who 
are you? – I am Christ. I have plunged into your wretchedness. I have drowned your sin in 
My righteousness.'" – Martin Luther 

 
Restoration (Consummation) 
The story doesn't end with redemption. God has promised to renew the whole world, and the Bible gives 
us a peek into this glorious future. The restoration of all things will take place in two ways. Christ will 
return to judge sin and evil, and He will usher in righteousness and peace. God will purge this world of 
evil once and for all. 11 

• God – While His children broke His greatest creation, God doesn’t toss it into the trash. 
Rather, He shows off (in a display of His goodness, love, and power) and yet manages to 
more-than-repair what we ruined. The “New Heavens and New Earth” described in the Book 
of Revelation is a place of perfect shalom that is somehow even better than what was 
depicted in Eden. God will take all the brokenness, pain, and suffering that we experienced 
post-Fall, and co-opt or redeem it into perfected form. God, in His relentless love, is not 
satisfied with returning things to “good,” He wills a perfect reality where His people and His 
creation can never be harmed again, where He and all His creation will flourish ad infinitum.  

• Man – This same picture shows humanity in perfect, uninhibited relationship with God and 
one another for all eternity. Jesus literally (not just spiritually) dwells among His people again. 
We will, without any frustration caused by the Fall, engage in our vocational and communal 
pursuit of bearing God’s Image, all as an act of worship. Mysteriously, the Bible describes this 
as a time when we will no longer even be able to sin, in part (it seems) because our affection 
for God will be so immediately and ultimately satisfied that it will never even cross our mind 
(never mind want to!). Knowing that this is the end of the Story has powerful implications for 
our lives now, and is the end for which we are called to work toward. In other words, there is 
no risk when the end of the Story is guaranteed by the down payment of Christ on the Cross. 

• Creation – The drama of redemption starts in a garden (minimal human cultivation) and 
ends in a garden city (the pinnacle of human cultivation). The city (often in stark contrast to 
suburbia12) is the highest and most developed expression of human flourishing. THIS city is 
not one that exerts its dominance over nature (e.g. polluting the environment), but one that 
weaves seamlessly and is harmonized with all of God’s creation. Density, rather than being a 
necessity, is perfected in fully realized shalom – no crime, no poverty, no hunger, no tears. 
Finally, the purpose we were created for will be free of the disintegration caused by sin, and 
we will get to enjoy this state of affairs for the rest of time. 

• Quote #1 – "God's honor consists precisely in the fact that he redeems and renews the 
same humanity, the same world, the same heaven, and the same earth that have been 
corrupted and polluted by sin." – Herman Bavinck 

• Quote #2 – “This is what it means to be God’s creature—not to be a self-made, self-
standing individual over against God, but to exist from God and through God. We are 
creatures precisely in that we live in God and God lives in us. We are sinful creatures when 
we fail to recognize this and live as if we were self-made, self-standing individuals. Being a 
new creature, redeemed from sin, is in this regard similar to being a creature as God 
originally created us to be. It’s to live in Christ and to have Christ live in us. United with 
Christ, we live in God and God lives in us.”— Miroslav Volf 

 
 

																																																								
11 Counterfeit Gospels by Trevin Wax 
12 See “Has God Left the Suburbs?” by Scott Sauls for more on this statement: https://scottsauls.com/2017/07/has-god-left-the-suburbs/ 



The Gospel & Mission    
 

“We never ‘get beyond the gospel’ in our Christian life to  
something more advanced. The gospel is not just the  
A-B-C’s, but the A-Z, of Christianity.”  

– Tim Keller 
 
 

What is “the Gospel”? 
The gospel isn’t merely a philosophy or even a good piece of wisdom to live by; it’s an announcement, 
God’s good news for all of creation. “Evangelion (what we call “the gospel”) is a Greek word, signifying 
good, merry, glad and joyful news, that makes a man’s heart glad and makes him sing, dance and leap 
for joy” (William Tyndale). The gospel is not law, demanding that we pay our own way. The gospel is a 
welcome announcement, declaring that Jesus paid it all. This gospel is a message to be proclaimed and 
believed (Mark 1:14-15). It is the point of the whole Bible (Gal. 3:8). It comes from God above (Gal. 1:11-12). 
It is worthy of our utmost (Phil. 1:27-30).13 
 
God has not left the world to itself, but has radically entered into time and space to redeem it from sin 
and despair through the person and work of Jesus. This is the central truth of Christianity, and the core 
conviction shaping all that we do. Knowing we are terribly broken yet deeply loved both deeply humbles 
us, yet at the same time supplies us with the confidence of being cherished by God. The gospel rests not 
anything we’ve done, whether our successes or failures, but upon God’s grace and mercy alone. 
 
How does the Gospel “save” people? 
Paul calls the Gospel the “very power of God,” and it is alive because it is inseparable from the person 
and work of Jesus. Salvation happens by grace alone, and that is summarized by what is historically 
called the “doctrines of grace.” These 5 core convictions about how salvation “happens” are essential to 
salvation being the result of pure grace (undiluted by our effort, merit, or will): 
 

1 .  Our Condit ion 
Because of the Fall, we are more broken and screwed up than we could ever imagine. Not only 
have we been credited with Adam’s sin (Romans 5:12-19; Psalm 51:5), we are also responsible for 
our own sin. Our hearts are deceitful and beyond cure (Jeremiah 17:9), and we are “dead in (our) 
trespasses” (Eph. 2:1).  Our nature, in its fallen state, will not and cannot choose to obey God or 
respond to the Gospel (Romans 8:5-8). In other words, we can’t save ourselves, and that includes 
even being able to “accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior”… without His help. 

 
2 . The Pursuit of God, the Father 
Because of this, our only hope of salvation is for God to pursue us.  The Bible teaches that God 
took the initiative, choosing before the creation of the world to show his grace to certain sinners 
(Eph. 1:4-5).  Thus, God’s choice of the sinner, not the sinner’s choice of Christ is the ultimate 
cause of salvation (John 15:16; Romans 9:11-13).  This initiative is a result of nothing less than his 
own good pleasure and is not the result of anything we do; it is utterly by His grace (Eph. 2:1-10). 

 
3 . The Work of God, the Son (Jesus) 
Having chosen some for salvation, God the Father sent Jesus into the world to save them. Jesus’ 
death on the cross was a substitutionary atonement for the penalty of sin. On the cross, Jesus 
did not merely make it possible for some to be saved, but he actually saved some. God applied 
Christ’s blood to his people in order to guarantee their salvation (John 10:11, 14-18; Ephesians 5:25-
26). Because of Jesus, we are now more loved, accepted, and cherished than we could possibly 
fathom or imagine. 

																																																								
13 Adapted from Ray Ortlund’s, The Gospel: How the Church Portrays the Beauty of Christ. 



4. The Renewal of God, the Spir i t  
The Holy Spirit then gives us a new heart (a renewed will), one that longs for and is satisfied in 
the Gospel. It is only because of this that anyone is able to embrace Jesus and “accept Him as 
Lord and Savior.” Essentially, God changes the disposition of our hearts in order to make us 
willing and able to believe in the gospel (Romans 8:29-30; John 6:37-40; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14), 
and because we were made for exactly that, it is an irresistibly beautiful offer.   

 
5 . The Promise of Salvat ion 
All those whom God has gone to such great lengths to save, all those who by God’s grace and 
initiative have trusted Christ, God will enable to persevere. “He who began a good work in you 
will be faithful to complete it” (Philippians 1:6).  God Himself will preserve his own even to the very 
end, so that when it all said and done, none that belong to Jesus will be lost (John 6:39, 10:27-29; 
Eph. 1:13-14; 1 Peter 1:1-5).  If God has embraced you, he’ll never let you go. Thus, one cannot “lose 
their salvation.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Our Participation with the Gospel: Mission 
 

“The rushing river of missio dei... rolls from Eden to  
New Jerusalem, and we are caught in its currents.”   

- Zach Bradley 
 

The Mission of God is His work in redeeming both Humanity and Creation. Our participation in that 
work is no less inclusive, and can be summed up in both the Great Commission and the Cultural (or 
“Creation”) Mandate. 
 
The Great Commission  
 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 

And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to 
them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.” – Matthew 28:16-20 

 

The word “evangelism” is itself a form of the NT Greek word for “gospel” – evangelion. The inseparable 
implication of being transformed (“saved”) by the Gospel is to proclaim and bring it into every sphere of 
life. We’d be the least loving and most selfish people in history to not to want others to experience this 
amazing grace. God does not love us more because we can put another tally in the “win” column when 
someone becomes a Christian. Rather, He loves us (and our neighbor) so much that He actually chooses 
to use broken, weak, jacked-up people (the Church) to do what is impossible: seeing people reborn 
through grace and transformed by the Gospel. 
 

“Often the church thinks about missions simply as something we’re commanded to do. 
We think about mission as if it began with the Great Commission… The truth is that God 
was on mission before it was an activity for Christians or a line item in the church 
budget… The Lord of the Scriptures made himself vulnerable. Before he ever sent us, 
eternal Love moved into our neighborhood.”  

– Daniel Montgomery in Leadership Mosaic 
 

Because of the Doctrines of Grace, we can have great confidence in this mission. We can view every 
person with the assumption that God is uniquely working in their lives for salvation. We don’t 
discriminate in our proclaiming or preaching of the gospel, but talk about Jesus with anyone who will 
listen because we know that God has chosen many. Every Christian is therefore an ambassador and 
representative of Jesus, announcing the Good News of His saving grace, with the humility and 
confidence that it is by that very grace that anyone (including him/herself) is saved. This frees (and 
compels) us to not treat people as projects or pressure them into “accepting Jesus” – it’s not possible 
anyway! God does the saving, but He (for some crazy but gracious reason) uses us in the process. 
 
The Cultural Mandate  
 

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and 
over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
 

So God created man in his own image,  
in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them. 
 

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 
subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 
over every living thing that moves on the earth.” – Genesis 1:26-28 

 



While most would not be surprised that the Great Commission is considered part of the Church’s 
“mission,” this may be surprising. Well-meaning Christians have lost this vital and historical aspect of 
what it means to bear God’s image, and thus how our multiplication and cultivation are themselves an 
act of worship (when done for the purpose of His glory). Dutch theologian Abraham Kuyper, in his 
Lectures on Calvinism, articulates this powerfully: 
 

“Whatever man may stand, whatever he may do, to whatever he may apply his hand - 
in agriculture, in commerce, and in industry, or his mind, in the world of art, and science 
- he is, in whatsoever it may be, constantly standing before the face of God. He is 
employed in the service of his God. He has strictly to obey his God. And above all, he 
has to aim at the glory of his God… There is not a square inch in the whole domain of 
our human existence over which Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not cry, Mine!”  

– Abraham Kuyper, in Lectures on Calvinism  
 

Your plumbing, your parenting, your organizing, your racial-reconciling, your engineering, your stock 
trading, your planning, your politicking, your gardening, your art-making, your poverty-fighting, your 
tilling and your toiling… are all reflections of God’s original created purpose for humanity, and an 
inseparable facet of the Church’s participation in His mission. Thus, they are all also an act of worship.  
 
As more people become Christians, more people will recover this creational purpose. The more people 
who recover this creational purpose, the more transformational beauty will become part of our 
experience in this world. The more that happens, the more God is glorified, and the more our neighbors 
will long to know Him through Christ… Think of it like a Gospel-Mission feedback loop. 
 
 
The Great Commission + The Cultural Mandate =  
“… the flourishing presence of Jesus in every sphere of l i fe.” 
 

“The Church exists by mission, just as fire exists by 
burning.” - The Word and the World, by Emil Brunner 

 
Can you see how these are two sides of the same coin?  
 

When we forget that the Cultural Mandate is part of our Gospel mission, we see our careers, our 
families, and every other “ordinary” aspect of life as merely necessary means to the end of the 
real “spiritual” work of evangelism. This is as tragic as it is ineffective, because it is driven by an 
urgency and fear of “not doing enough for God” that our non-Christian friends, family, and 
neighbors can absolutely sense and feel (and are thus alienated from Jesus). Where they feel like 
projects or are pressured by well-intending Christians to accept Christ, you will find an urgency 
born from losing the Cultural Mandate as part of the Missio Dei.  

 
When we forget that the Great Commission is part of our Gospel mission, evangelism will be a 
mere option for the average Christian, and something reserved for missionaries and pastors. Our 
careers will take priority (in a self-serving way) and our families will become our own personal 
sovereign states used as an excuse to not engage in risky mission. This is as tragic as it is 
ineffective, because it shirks from speaking life-saving truth with love to our neighbors, and robs 
us of an experience of God’s supernatural grace. Most Christians who long for a deeper 
experience of God, do so because they are not following God into places where they are forced 
to depend on Him over/above their own strength.  

 
 
 
 



No human community, whether we’re talking about the Church or our neighborhoods, can flourish as 
God intends without a fully-orbed missio dei. Henry Blackaby links the Gospel and Mission practically 
and powerfully in his book, Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing the Will of God, where he lists 
“Seven Realities of Experiencing God” (the last 3 of which are particularly relevant for our discussion): 
 

• God’s invitation for you to work with Him always leads you to a crisis of belief that requires 
faith in action. 

• You must make major adjustments in your life to join God in what He is doing. 
• You come to know God by experience as you obey Him, and He accomplishes His work 

through you. 
 
The following diagnostic questions are an exceptional compass or dashboard you can use to reflect on 
whether you are participating in the Gospel through God’s Mission: 
 

1. Father, what are you doing in the world? Am I eager to join you? 
2. Jesus, what are you doing in me? Am I experiencing renewal? 
3. Spirit, what are you calling me to do? Am I willing to step out and take a risk? 

 
 
 
 
	


